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To A&E and listings editors 
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“BESBOUSS: AUTOPSY OF A REVOLT” IN WORKSHOP  
 

Toronto, ON  The first play receiving a workshop presentation in Pleiades Theatre’s “Found in 
Translation” Season 2017/18 is Besbouss: Autopsy of a Revolt, by Montréal writer Stéphane Brulotte. 
Directing the workshop is John Van Burek, also the English Translator. Besbouss is a one-man play, 
starring Saïd Ben, about the origins of the Arab Spring. It explores the intense moral dilemma faced by 
the central character, State Coroner Dr. Karim Djebara, ordered by the very top levels of Government to 
clear it of any blame for the events that sparked uprisings throughout Tunisia.  
 
“This has been an incredible process, with three people in the room to modify and bring to life this 
remarkable play. With me”, says Van Burek, “are Stéphane and the Algerian actor, Saïd Ben. We have a 
three-way street, in French, English and Arabic, as we work through the truth and the details of this 
riveting story. “Besbouss: Autopsy of a Revolt” focuses on the singular incident of Mohamed Bouazizi’s 
self-immolation in 2011, which set off a powder keg all across the Arab world. And with Saïd Ben, it is a 
profoundly human story.”  
 
Saïd Ben began his career with a long stint at Théâtre régional d'Oran (Algeria) where he was an actor 

and director for some fifteen years. From there he went to the heart of West 
Africa, then Canada. Since his arrival here, he has had a thrilling artistic ride 
from Québec City to Toronto, by way of Montréal. Saïd Ben’s list of credits 
includes over a dozen plays, films, television series, and some twenty directing 
assignments. He is the founder of three theatre companies and for all of them 
he served as Artistic Director. He has toured in Algeria, France, Belgium, the 
former East Germany, Morocco, Tunisia, Poland, Senegal and Canada. 

 
The public is warmly invited to attend the workshop presentations on Saturday, October 28, and 
Sunday, October 29, 2017, 2 p.m. An RSVP is required for the FREE tickets at 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pleiades-theatre-found-in-translation-201718-besbouss-tickets-
38600000641. The workshop staged readings take place at Dancemakers Centre for Creation, Theatre 
Studio 313, Toronto, ON M5A 3C4; to register: see Eventbrite; visit www.pleiadestheatre.org and 
@PleiadesTheatre; or contact Producer Andrey Tarasiuk at (416) 203-1227 or 
andrey@pleiadestheatre.org. 
 
The next two plays that will receive public presentations in the Found In Translation Season 2017-18 are 
The Trials of a Noble House by Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, translated by Ana Lorena Leija and John Van 
Burek, March 3-4, 2018, and Lesson in Forgetting by Emma Haché, translated by Taliesin McEnaney and 
John Van Burek, April 21-22, 2018. All three plays will be English-language premieres in Canada.   
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